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ration, specially in the light of subsequent developments, on
the ground that it acted as! a brake on political progress, but
it is important to appreciate, before such criticism is
accepted, that he acted during the- greater part of bis active
life in a political context which was not ripe for a faster
pace. At lany rate, whether or not his moderation and
restraint were entirely defensible from the political point of
view, it must be conceded that they arose out of his deep
conviction, and not out of any lack of courage to face the
consequences of a more extreme form of political action.
No better picture of Romesh Dutt's attitude to his work,
and oE his mental make-up, can be presented than that
drawn by Poet Rabindranath in his inimitable language:
"The most striking feature of his character was that,
with boundless enthusiasm, he possessed a severe classical
repose, a combination rare in these days. His indomitable
energy and unconquerable will drove him to his life mission
of serving his country, but in no single instance did they
overflow the bounds of self-restraint and dignified action.
Whether in the domain of literature., or in the field of admi-
nistration, or in the service of his country, all his wonder-
ful energy was in full flow, but the bonds of self-restraint
never snapped. Thisi indeed is the sign of real strength."
In his public life and in the contribution that he made
to his country, Romesh Dutt was thus inspired partly by
the desire to join that galaxy of great men whom India
produced in the age of her renaissance, and more by his
ardent love of his country and the desire to do something
to push, her forward to a future as glorious as her past. He
had joined the Civil Service of the then Government, and
spent more than a quarter of a century in that service, but
he often made it clear that official life held no special
charm for him. Even in service, while adhering strictly to

